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about my influence on them. It
was really quite touching.”
As a result, when it came
time to compose the music for
Inferno, Friedman looked to
some of these musicians to take
part in collaborations. Among
the artists that appear on Inferno
are avowed Friedman fans like
Children of Bodom’s Alexi Laiho,

Revocation shredder Dave Davidson and acoustic flamenco-metal
hybridists Rodrigo y Gabriela.
Says Friedman, “Each of the
guests on this record took a song
from scratch—they would write
it and then I would arrange it and
add my parts to it. That way we
were both invested in it and it’s a
little bit of a deeper experience.”

And while the guitar
collaborations are certainly a
highlight of Inferno (there is
also one between Friedman and
his pre-Megadeth Cacophony
bandmate, Jason Becker), the
guitarist insists that the majority
of the record is 100 percent pure
Friedman. In fact, he calls it the
most “Marty” record he’s done

“That idea of just going
completely balls-out with
my playing is there again .”

Ten to One

PRESTIGE GUITARS’ LIMITED-EDITION 10TH ANNIVERSARY AX
COMBINES THE BEST FEATURES OF ITS ELECTRIC MODELS.
PRESTIGE GUITARS, the Vancouver-based manufacturer of electric and acoustic

guitars, has commemorated its 10 years in existence with the Limited Edition 10th
Anniversary electric guitar.
“We wanted this guitar to be special,” says Prestige president Mike Kurkdjian. “We
designed it to feature some key elements from all our models and merge them into one
guitar. The result has far exceeded our expectation.”
The 10th Anniversary guitar features a solid mahogany body and and your choice
of a AA- or AAA–grade carved flame-maple top with a high-gloss finish. Pickups include a Seymour Duncan SH-1 ’59 humbucker in the neck position and a Seymour
Duncan SH4-JB humbucker in the bridge position. Mother-of-pearl/abalone
zrectangular inlays, gold hardware, Grover 18:1 tuners and a mother-of-pearl Prestige logo round out the package and give the guitar the kind of visual flair one would
expect in a special, commemorative ax.
The guitar will be limited to 200 pieces and will be in production only until March
2014. The AA model will set you back $1,480, while the AAA model tops out at $1,680.
Prestige is also introducing two new models for their anniversary year: the Musician Pro
Double Cut and the Eclipse cedar/rosewood acoustic.
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in years. “I figured that if I was
going to come back to America, I
was going to come back big and
give people something they want
out of me,” he explains. “And I
know that what they want is not
some avant-garde thing. What
they want is just the most intense
writing and playing I can do.”
That said, Friedman also warns
that longtime fans should not
expect a rehash of his Cacophony
and Megadeth days. “It definitely
doesn’t sound like that stuff, if
only because my playing has a
thousand times more richness and
deepness and intensity than what
I was able to do with the chops
I had back then. Truthfully, I
can’t even listen to a lot of my old
material. Some of the ideas were
good but the execution was just
absolutely unacceptable.”
And yet, Inferno will still provide something of a link to Friedman’s past. “I will say that a lot of
the same spirit I had back in the
day is coming back into play now,
on this record,” he says. “That
idea of just going completely
balls-out with my playing is there
again.” He laughs. “It’s kind of
a childish way to think, but my
goal on this record was just to go
completely ape shit and smoke
everything else I’ve ever done.”

